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5 artworks embellishes House

of Wisdom in Sharjah
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As part of the activities of the twenty-fifth edition of Islamic Arts Festival, His Excellency Ab-
dullah bin Mohammed Al Owais, Chairman of the Department of Culture in Sharjah, and Mr.
Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of the Cultural Affairs Directorate at the Department of
Culture, and the Festival Director, have inaugurated five art exhibitions at the House of Wisdom
in Sharjah, in the presence of Ahmed Obaid Al Qaseer Chief Executive Officer at the Sharjah
Investment and Development Authority “Shurooq”, and Marwa Al Aqroubi, Director of the House
of Wisdom, in addition to a large number of artists, media staff and art enthusiasts.

Al Owais, Al Qaseer and the audience toured around the exhibitions, where they encountered
contemporary artworks that were executed using aesthetic methods in order to appear in their
best form, where the beauty of the structure is combined with the beauty of the meaning, thus
reflecting the theme of the festival “Manifestations.”

The titles of the exhibitions were as follows: “Manifestations of the Soul” by artist Jassim
Alnasrallah from Kuwait, “Mewa” by ToyStudio from the United Kingdom, “The Power of One”
by Choi + Shine Studio from the United States, “Dandelion” by artist Ryotaro Muramatsu from
Japan, and “AL-ISHARAT” by Aleksandra Olszewska from Poland.
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Artworks exploring human essence

At the exhibition «Manifestations of the Soul» The artist Jassim Alnasrallah chose to write
the phrase “And The Soul Shimmered In Light, Exuding A Beauty Akin To The Moon” in a
conceptual design reflecting the aforementioned meaning through the audience’s interac-
tion with the work, which invites the viewers to contemplate and delve into the secrets of
the soul so that these concepts become evident in themselves and their souls.

«Mewa»: Mewa (shelter) Its simple geometry and patterns of intersecting panels flutter be-
tween transparency and opaqueness. The perforated wooden screen provides both shelter
from the sun and casts intricate shadows onto visitors. The perforations also create ever-
changing dappled shadows, which play with the natural light available.

«Power of One»: The artwork «Power of One» invites the viewer to enter into an exceptional
experience to explore the pure essence of the human being, and the constant search for a
clear image, and the audience, once engaged in the work, becomes an authentic part of it,
as they activate the work while moving through the vast spaces.

«DANDELION»: DANDELION PROJECT aims to connect people’s prayers for peace in a dis-
connected world, by “planting” interconnected DANDELION installations around the globe.
Since the project began in 2020, DANDELION has been planted in more than 50 cities around
the world.

«AL-ISHARAT»: Crafted from steel mesh, Al-Isharat’s geometric forms symbolize the inter-
play between the physical and the metaphysical, the seen and the unseen. Each shape and
angle resonate with the viewer’s spiritual journey and inviting contemplation.
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Khorfakkan & Kalba celebrate
Islamic Arts Festival

Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Qaseer, Director of the Cultural Affairs Directorate at the Sharjah
Department of Culture, Director of Islamic Arts Festival, and Imran Al-Qatari, Director of
Public Relations at the Department of Culture, have inaugurated 3 artworks as part of the
activities of the twenty-fifth edition of the festival, in the cities of Khorfakkan and Kalba, and
in the presence of a large number of artists, media staff and contemporary arts enthusiasts.
Kalba Beach hosted the artwork “Eternal Gateways: A Journey of Manifestation” by artist
Abdulla Alneyadi from the Emirates, while the courtyards of the Khorfakkan Amphitheater
were embellished with the two artworks “Hand in Hand with Sharjah” by the artists Kaz
Shirane and Diana Nee from Japan and the United States, and “Al-Malwiyya” artwork by the
artists Karima Al-Shomely from Emirates, and Iman Ibrahim from Egypt.

Al-Qaseer and the audience toured around the three exhibitions, and listened to explana-
tions from the artists who revealed the details of their artwork producing process, as well
as their endeavor to explore the spirit of Islamic arts through reflecting on the theme of the
current festival edition “Manifestations.”

ISLAMIC ARTS
FESTIVAL




LS tnbLit . gl£4)g3 gjaa . @ralnill j$ja-1971. dasall Gy . ball @alw . ggiall adjLill waia .

Sharjah Art Museum . Calligraphy Square . House of Wisdom . 1971-Design Space . Khorfakkan Amphitheatre . Kalba Beach

oIS
il

4714 i "11:'.
) it

AG15LaN 3,1 A et 3ackania S5
ALY 5 ylaatly

1 Al 2 iaed) Olalgdl o onil) Ak y ¥ Olalgah o all Jeall deaiow
pesimall (e yiad M Lgiajayg utoiad| Ao pall GhLei| Algs slomi (33 Of Coalie
el | a3 uSay Lo all ) Aditactl Ad oy Sliot Ly ALl (153 ¥ 19 Aol
JS (59,5 Adaially Ao dcedlu¥l Lelolaliy T Lgimila Jundyg . cudgl| U3

B8 And Ay

Oy HIS (s Syl (@B pe e Ty et Jraadt ol 1Bl pe oo Ty
Ayl Y Bgs i Buisyd Aiaslions poond Adadl sLaSY Aol Oliiomgs (o Liliag
(Liatle (B g yall (o g Gl gilid) JSoagll - Jelll B a5 rlusas yglaal Joming
B g B el e (eSSt 1 Catlng Ancidally i) (s Joliill Bals 3o

ol Lgina o dlateg adiliaie

8)52 il (e @ ) Olenly (Aegdd ) doen S OLBLAT Cles «@Adgled (2 sddglalh
BY|ESTIENUNESCL (A PPNOWLEPEPREIN [Fr RPIPY (BRXION (P PEX Uy RESPY WS g py Rl {
5yloat! glif cilie 401 A, 5W1 Ayjlanall pllactl @af (e 5y Lelan Le ale atiopece
Gslanall Lgsghai (indy Ludnnylil Lgtrenl CoraliS) G (3l all 0 drodluill dyall
aSad i3 e sl uswm““,sels_.gigsmg;;mw@gm Ayl
o = I ()Lt Ggallalt gi crgladl (e Adeced! Auagnal O3Ledly v Luwed! Ol

<02y YL dollyWg 394819 SLA!

=
ISLAMIC ARTS
FESTIVAL

20



23

LS nbLit . g1£4)g3 gjaa . @ialnill j$a-1971. dasall Gy . ball @alw . ggiall adjlill waia .

Sharjah Art Museum . Calligraphy Square . House of Wisdom . 1971-Design Space . Khorfakkan Amphitheatre . Kalba Beach

Renewed visions restore Emirati
memory & Islamic architecture

«Eternal Gateways: A Journey of Manifestation» is an art installation that is deeply inspired
by the captivating charm of the old metal gates that once adorned the neighborhoods of
the UAE. These gates symbolize community, simplicity, vibrant colors, and exquisite metal
craftsmanship, manifesting the hopes and dreams of the community at that time. With their
timeless appeal and minimalistic yet striking Islamic patterns, each gate tells a unique
story.

«Hand in Hand with Sharjah»: Units of space join together in this project «Hand in Hand with
Sharjah» by Kaz Shirane and Diana Nee to create a unique community gathering point. Set
against the stern and serene backdrop of the Khorfakkan Amphitheater, this structure offers
playful shade during the day and evokes an ornate lantern at night. The resulting structure
captures and displays the joy and spirituality of our world, creating a backdrop for human
and natural interaction. This structure comprises fifteen identical units, joined end-to-end.

«Al-Malwiyya»: In «Al-Malwiyya» the artists Karima Al-Shomely and Iman Ibrahim seek to
embody their work conception in designing one of the most beautiful Al-Malwiyya mina-
rets, which are known for their unique design that is more than a thousand years old. Al-
Malwiyya minarets are one of the most important archaeological architectural monuments
that represented the creativity of Arab Islamic architecture in Iraq. They gained their his-
torical importance thanks to their unique architectural style, the likes of which had never
been built anywhere in the world. The earthy color also came to reflect the colors of ancient
mosques and minarets built of bricks or terracotta, which symbolize stability, strength, and
connection to the earth.
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Islamic Arts Festival 2023 Programme. From 13 December 2023 till 21 January 2024. The festival hosts

several workshops held by artists from different countries of the world.



